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A party of anglers was at the 12th

street wharf one day this week, saw

hundreds of big rockfish landed from
a lighter and promptly caught the fishing-fever. Some of them made anxious
inquiries as to the places where the

fish were caught, while others were

anxious to learn of the likelihood of
such fish taking bait at this season.

"Certainly they'U take bait." said one

of the colored fishermen who accompanieda cargo from the lower river.

"Anybody knows that fish will take
bait when they are running," he added."and when you get one of these
fellows on your hook you sure know
you've got something."
The colored fisherman admitted he

had done no hook and line fishing this
season, but said he was certain that
the big rockfish would take the bait.
bloodworms, soft crabs or herring
gills.
"And you wouldn't have to go way

down the river to find the big rockfish."he told the interested sportsmen.
*1 took particular notice on the way to
the city and am sure tnat some of the
fish are this side of Alexandria, possiblyas near as the steel plant."
Large shipments of rockfish from the

lower river were received Wednesday
morning. They included fish of various
sizes from one to fifteen pounds, almost
as large as William White's prize rockfishcaught in District waters last season.
Receipts of shipments of soft crabs

from the south and the catching of a
few white perch in the nearby waters
of the Potomac last week were of deep
interest to the several thousand enthusiastsin this city who are anxious
to wet their lines.
"If the crabs would only make greaterheadway in the matter of growth,"

remarked Hugh A. Kane, "anglers
would be satisfied to pay the prices
dealers are asking for them. Soft
erabs and peelers unquestionably furnishthe most attractive bait for the
perch, though the fish will take ordinaryworms and bloodworms, and some
sportsmen say the larger perch seem
to prefer minnows."
"Spiders," is what anglers term the

soft crabs that are to be had at this
season. They are brought here from
the Carolinas. it is stated, and some
dealers offered them at 75 cents a
dozen this week.
"Hard crabs are not to be overlooked

at this season." commented Mack Sparrough.one of the most enthusiastic of
the local sportsmen.
"They are much larger than, the soft

crabs and furnish just as good bait."
he added. "The great trouble is that
anglers do not seem to understand the
knack of preparing such bait, but once
they learn they will never forget."
Several small shipments of hard

crabs have been received from Old
Point, Va , this season. It is said that
they were in fairly good condition.
Dealers sold them at the rate of 50
cents a dozen. Bloodworms are plentiful.
The question as to the place that

fish are most likely to be found at this
season is the all important one to
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anglers. White perch have been caught
in small numbers during the past two
weeks, it is stated, and some catches
of large yellow perch are reported to
have been made. ""

Anglers fully realize that the perch
and rockfish make their way to the
vicinity of Chain bridge, the head of
tidewater, to spawn, and that they
usually are able to get them there.
Rockfish and shad, however, do not
stop at the head of tidewater, finding
it possible to get as far up the river as

Great FaIs.
There are numerous points near the

city, it is stated, where good fishing is
to be had from time to time. During
the past week, it is reported, some surprisinglylarge bunches of perch, both
white and yellow, were caught near the
south end of Highway bridge.
"Tt was near the old J.ong bridge that

we fished as bovs," said John Hurley,
"and made many big catches. At times
we fished from the bridge, the second
pier from the Virginia end of the
bridge being the place where we alwaysexpected to make the largest
catches."
Perch, sun fish, catfish and eels were

the fish that were caught there years
ago, said the veteran angler, and he
was able to recall what nappeneu iu

particular portion of bis anatomy
when he went home wet and muddy
after a prolonged absence that caused
much uneasiness to his family.

Austin Savage, captain of the Nut.
the latest acquisition to the fleet of
powerboats that will be used by rod and
line sportsmen this season, made his first
trip on the river Sunday -morning.
"The engine worked like a clock,"

said the captain, "and had the fish taken
the bait with the regularity of the strokes
of the engine the boat would not have
held the fish.
"But there was too much wind for

fishing." he added, "and we abandoned
the sport in short order."
Capt, Savage responded to an "S. O.

S." call and rescued a launch that was
about to be swamped on the flats.

Capt. I. I~>. Porter and Charlie Porter
one day this week went to the vicinity of
Fletcher's and tried their luck for perch.
"We had heard so many conflicting

yarns about the fish." said Charlie, "that
we concluded to go and convince ourselves.
MAnd we were convinced," he added,

pointing to a basket filled with white
perch of all sizes.about 200 in all.
Father and son did their fishing in the

deep water, using bloodworms and the
ordinary angleworms, and, they stated,
they caught about as many fish on one
kind of worms as they did on the other.

There has been no formal selection of
a captain for the Grayling, one of the
more attractive launches on the river, W.
D. Barry and Ward Savage, its owners,
being undecided as to their respective
marine ability.
Savage, who long has been an enthusiasticangler, thinks his river experiencefits him for the position, but friends

of Barry are urging that the one who
will make the better captain is the one
who is not so apt to spend his time
looking for fishing spots while the boat
is under way.
Both sportsmen last week spent most

of their spare time working on the boat
and superintending the work of others.
;and it is planned to take the first trip of
the season early next week. Numerous
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friends have accepted Invitations to participatein the outing.
"And then for the fishing," remarked

Barry.

George TV. Wise last week heard reportsof white perch being caught in
the river between the city and Chain
bridge, and one afternoon he took a

couple of hours off and tried his luck.
"There were others on the river that

afternoon," said Henry Kerens. "Some
were fishing in the swift water in the ^

channel and some were trying their i
luck in the shallow water near the j
shore.
"Wise anchored between two swift e

currents," he added, "and caught nine- i

teen big perch.' f

News of the big catch made by Capt. T

Porter and his son had the effect of £

attracting- scores of anglers to the
vicinity of Fletcher's and Copperthite'sThursday. Frank Davis and
Mack Sparrough were on the river long
before breakfast, and a catch of 178
perch before noon satisfied them.
In the afternoon Dr. William E.

Whttson and John W. Hurley were
among those who were on the river for
the first time this season. They anchoredopposite the sycamore tree, remained
three hours and returned with a split
basket filled with large perch.

William Wynkoop was on the* river
the greater part of Thursday. He
moved several times, trying his luck on

sandy and rocky bottom, and when he
left the river he had about sixty pounds
of perch.
N. L». Pulliam was another angler who

tried the sport single-handed. He
landed a string of perch and several
Mississippi catfish.

Many large perch were caught this
week. Last year, anglers say, the run jof such fish was exceptionally small,
and the early appearance of the big fish
is taken to indicate that the sport this ,

year' will be much better than it was
last season. «

Members of the Shamrock Club have
completed arrangements for their annualplanked shad dinner on the
grounds of the Riverside Rod and Gun h
Club tomorrow. The home of the club a
is on Little Hunting creek, between t
Alexandria and Mount Vernon, where, r
it is stated, splendid fishing has at- t
tracted numerous anglers this season. 1
Many of those who will participate In i
the outing will take their fishing para- t
phernalia with them. t

E. C. Coleman, secretary #f Columbia
Fishingr Club, has sent out notices advisingmembers of the oldest club of
its kind in this section that the annual
shad bake of the club will take place
on the Virginia shore of the Potomac
Sunday, April 30.
"All that goes to make up a shad

bake will be spread before you," the
secretary advised the club members,
"including rows and rows of roe with a
little bacon on the side,' and we will
have those tantalizingly appetizing
buck sausage that have been such an
appreciated feature of our outings."

It is probable that this year's outing
will be the last one held on the Virginiashore.

ESTABLISHES LAND OFFICE.

Alaskan Railroad Engineers Will
Settle Questions as to U. S. Property.
Secretary Lane has announced the

establishment of a land and industrial
department under the Alaskan engineeringcommission. Andrew Christensen.formerly chief of the Alaskan
field dicision of the general land office.has been made manager with
headquarters at Seward. The new departmentwill have charge of questions e
relating to public lands along the gov- a
ernment railroad. d
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HEARD AND SEEN

By Earl
i

If this country should ever be overwhelmed.likeBelgium.I don't beievethat sympathetic ladies in othfer
8nds would conduct tag days and knit
locks and do all the things for us that
we are doing for the relief of the Belgians.There Is no doubt they would
want to show their good dispositions
Lnd help us all they could. I believe.

^zyy
lad a hundred flafo that some one Itftd

wished on their mother.

lowever, that all the tag- days Europe
:ould conduct would furnish very little
elief for the average American ap>etite.
As an example, let me tell you what

lappened last Saturday, when Harry
ind Denny.nine and eight, respecively.wereselling Belgian relief oomnitteetags as a part of their at.teinpt
o feed hungry little Belgian refugees,
rhey were very anxious to go right
nto the heart of the town and sell
0 the best advantage. Between them
hey had a hundred flags that some one
lad wished on their mother, and these
vere to be sold at 1 cents apiece or'
nore.
The boys took up a strong position

it 12th and F streets, being most of
he time in a candy store, holding up
nen who took young women in for
loda. They were highly successful.
After three hours' work of this sort

1 man asked Harry what the flags were
'or, and why.
"We are selling them for the Belgian

'elief work," said Harry. "They say
t only takes 7 cents a day to feed a

Belgian, but I don't see liow that can
>e, because I could eat a dollar's worth
ight now and then be hungry."
And shortly after that his mother

'ame to the rescue, took both boys to
hat place downtown where all the
firls go to lunch. Harry ate a ham
sandwich, a chicken sandwich and a
shicken salad sandwich, two pieces of
)ie, all of Denny's milk and then turned
n and ate some of his mother's lunch
ind half of Denny's dessert. The bill
or the three was a dollar seventy-five,
believe, and Harry was responsible

'or $1.50 of this.
Which is why I do nqt believe any

lumber of tag days would be able to
itifle the hunger of a nation of Amercanrefugees if such a time as Belgiumis having should ever befall us.
Vt least not as long as this young
iarry maintains his appetite.

* * * *

If it were not for the Tombigbee riv;rI doubt that there would be any light,
ny sun. any earth, moon or stars: I
loubt there would be life itself.were
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HERE AND THERE.
Godwin.

I to be guided by that worthy congressmanfrom Mississippi whose annualspeech on the glories of this
stream has not been delivered during
this Congress. I refer to Zeke Candler,
who is known here as Tombigbee
Candler, while the stream itself is now
called the Candler Tombigbee. Just
how much traffic runs upon the thoroughfareof the Tombigbee's channel I
know not.but this I do know.that
when Ponce de Leon started out to find
the fountain of eternal youth he made
a grand mistake by stopping at a Floridasummer resort. He should ha^e
pushed inland until he reached the
Tombigbee.
Each year the Treasury opens and

pours a mellow stream of gold into the
Tombigbee for improvement purposes,
and each year, in praise of this gracious
act on the part of Uncle Sam, TombigbeeZeke arises in his place on the floor
of the House and sings a song of
praise, which makes Peter Pan seem
flat and stale and weary in the lungs
as he pipes the song of Youth at the
gates of Dawn. This year the poor and
rack-rent Treasury is asked to contributethe little sum of $35.ft00 to continuethe improvement of the Tombigbee.andthe question is asked, naturally,how could such a life-giving
stream be improved? How can one paint
the lily, or make any appreciable advanceon the Tombigbee when Nature
has already been so generous?
Tombigbee Candler made no speech

this year. Consequently when the item
was reached in tne rivers and harbors
bill Representative Madden rolled a

Chicago stone crusher into the House
and endeavored to smash the Tombigbee's$35,000.

"This is an unimportant river," he
said with a grin.
"But it is a very beautiful one?"

suggested Nick Longworth.
"Oh. yes." replied Mr. Madden. "I

have heard Mr. Candler talk about its
beauty and how the birds sing along
the shore; and how the sun shines and
how (he birds can look out of the
trees and see the blue sky above and
the shimmering stream below.in fact,
they can see everything except traffic
on the river."
At this point Zeke Candler arose in

his might and delivered the ultimatum

Graoiou* art on the part of I'ncle Sam.

that if the Tombigbee was stricken
from the bill the measure could not
pass.

"Is that so?" said .Tim Mann. "Well,
the Senate passed a bill the other day
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where this river Is slurringly referred
to as the Tom Beckby. Now I want
to know whether the gentleman calls
this the Tombigbee river or the Tom
Beckby, two names?*'
"Even the Senate of the United

States," replied Zeke with great dignity."if it were an august body of
idiots, would not undertake to change
the name of the Tombigbee. because if
they did it would change the history
of the United States of America; historymade by the Tombigbee is identicalwith the records made by this great
republic.

"It is this river that adds glory to
this republic. Jf you were to take it
out of the bill there would be no glory
left."
So what on earth are you going to do

with a fellow who worships a river
like that? The next thing you know,
Zeke will be referring to this little
country of ours as the United States of
TnmhitrKoo A n/l K«15ni« V* a will

be perfectly serious.
* * * *

Representative Kelley of Michigan
bought an automobile once, and after

"if <M^=J\)
Began to feel that perhapw lie had arresteda friend.

naving careruiiy mastered us miricaoieshp allowed himself to drive down
into the congested business sections.
He had not been driving the car twenty
minutes before he ran into the rear
end of a Flivver car.
Immediately a zealous policeman,

whose face and manner proclaimed
him Irish, ran out from the sidewalk
and took charge of the situation. He
wanted to arrest Representative Kelleyfor colliding.
"What's your name?" he demanded

fiercely.
"Kelley."
"How do you spell it?"
"K-e-l-l-e-y," answered the Michigan

man.
By this time the policeman began tc

feel that perhaps he had arrested a
friend and brother. Irishmen have thai
feeling for one another, you know.
"What's your first name?"
"Patrick."
And then the policeman raised an admiringface to the congressman and

said:
"Patrick Kelley! And why on earth

did you let a little runt of a car like
that back right into you and spoil your
new fender?"

* * * *

In the hall of fame there is a niche
reserved for Representative Samuel H.
Miller of Mercer. Pa., who has declaredhimself satisfied with one term
of Congress and trusts that no unthinkingconstituency will dare to returnhim to the House again. This
statement, made upon the floor of th
House, is the second remark I have
known him to make during his career
The first was a motion to strike ou1
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the word "hyacinth" from the rivers ai
and harbors appropriation bill. This w

remarkable motion was made when the a
House had squabbled its way to the ic
item of $20,000 for removing the water T
hyacinth from certain rivers of Missis- tl
sippi, Alabama, Louisiana and Texas. t<

If you remove the word "hyacinth"
the appropriation of $20,000 would have t<
been left to remove the "water" from n

the streams of that quartet of southern
states. e

Representative Miller explained his I
amendment by saying that it was high *

time the government saved a little J1
money, and that by removing the water ^from these southern states it would not
not be necessary to spend a barrel of
money on the* streams every year. p
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By THORNTON W. Bl'RGESS.

(Copyright. 191*. by T. W. Buryn*.) J
What Reddy Fox Saw. [

- s

It was night. Sweet Mistress Moon ^
was pouring her silvery light over the
Green Meadows, the Green Forest and
the Smiling Pool. And because it was

the beautiful springtime the sweet t

singers) of the Smiling Pool were do- f

ing their very best to tell all the Great ,

World how happy they were. Trot- t
ting across the Green Meadows came t

Reddy Fox. He heard the great chorus J
from the Smiling Pool. Of course. Jie t
couldn't help but hear it. At first he t

gave it no heed. But presently he stoppedto listen. He just had to. 1

Peep, peep, peep, peep! Now no longer mty ?
we sleep. l

Sing, sine. sine, sing! Welcome, lovely Mis- r
tress Spring. s

Reddy smiled. "I believe," said he, '

"I'll run over there. T haven't been p

THERE WERE MRS. QUACK AND
, MR. QUACK.
'

over for some time, and it won't do to
let people over there think I have for-
gotten them. Reddy smiled again, a ^
crafty ^mile. Then he once more began
to trot across the Green Meadows, hut 1

this time he was headed straight for '

the Smiling Pool. 1

Now, Reddy learned when he was 1

very young that it always pays to be <

prepared even when you don't expect *

anything. This is one reason it is so '<

hard to surprise him. So now as he
drew near the Smiling Tool he took
just as much care not to make a sound
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b if h® were sure that a rood dinnor
ould reward him for his efforts, when
11 the time he didn't have tho least
lea that he would find anything there,
h® nearer he grot to the Smiling Pool
tie more careful he became. He began
> creep forward, stopping ev^ry few
teps to cock his sharp ears and lis?n,and to test the air with his keen
ose. He had almost reached the SmillgPool when he heard just the faint*
st sound. It was so faint that you or
wouldn't have heard it at all. No,

ir, we wouldn't have heard it if we

ad been there in Reddy's place. That
$ because our ears are not as sharp aa
teddy's.
Instantly Reddy stopped and lay flat
own. listening with all his might, a
leased look on his sharp face. Onco
r twice he licked his lips as he lisened."Ducks!" he exclaimed under
is breath. "As T live there are ducks
omewhere down the laughing Brook,
I Hi "*:» II c milium !» """im

miling Pool. I guess this Is my lucky
jght. T can't think of anything in
he world that would taste better than
duck." He licked his lips again and

hen swiftly but noiselessly crept forrardto the bank of the Smiling Pool
nd peeped over.
No one was to be seen but Jerry
Tuskrat swimming over to the Big
lock. From ail parts of the Smiling
'ool rose the chorus of the sweet slngrs.the hylas, which are, you know.
:ind of little tree toad. Their voices
eemed to come right out of the water,
s indeed they did. hill not one of the
weet singers was to he seen.

>ep, peep. peep, peep! Now no longer may
we shep.

The great chorus was very loud now
hat Tteddy was so near the singers.
*ut he took no notice of them. In
act. he didn't hear them at all. At
east, he didn't know that he heard
hem. You see, his sharp <jars were set
o catch another sound, the sound of
oices a great deal more interesting
ind to Reddy a great deal sweeter,
hough you and T wouldn't have called
hem sweet at all.
"Ouaek. nuack." The voices wars

rery low and still some distance away.
*eddv strained his ears. Every tex^.
ninutes he would catch the sound, and
t was coming nearer and nearer. Reddy
nade himself just as flat as lie posiblycould behind a litt'e bunch of
cithered grass and. with eyes shining
nth hunger and hope, watched the
lace where the Laughing Brook runs
U,t. of the Smiling Pool. Every time
ie heard those voices a little" thrill
an over him from the root of his tall
0 the tip of his nose.
He was so eager that it was hard to

>e patient, but Reddy knows that a
lunter without patience seldom gets
.nything, and so he lay without movng,his eyes fixed on the Black Shadiw3that lay across the place where
he Raughing Brook runs out of the
imiling T?ool. It seemed to him that
ie had been there hours, though, of
ourse, he hadn't, when he saw a little
silvery line in the middle of the Bls&k
Shadows, and then another. Nearer
ind nearer came those silvery lines,
md then at last out Into the Smiling
'ool and into the moonlight swam two
>ig birds. One was in sober brown,
>ut the other was very handsome They
vere Mrs. Quack and Mr. Quack. Reddy
vriggled all over with excitement.

Refuse in the Streets.
To the Editor of The Star:

If a man should build a windmill in
the middle of the street, where every
)ne could see it and where every horse
that passed it would he likely to start
1 runaway, on the looks of the thing.
In less than an hour's time there would
be a hundred complaints registered at
the District building against that mill
as a nuisance to the traveling public.
3reat as a nuisance of this kind would
be it is not one-tenth as bad as that
which does exist in the streets in this
sity. in the shape of pieces of wire, bits
->f old iron, barrel hoops and. worst of
ill. pieces of glass, broken bottles, scatteredon the streets, a menace to every
borse and likely to make it a cripple
for life. A. M. BROWN.
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